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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clalm(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 1111 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)^ All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftspereon's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/IVIail Date. 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Non-Final Rejection (10/9/08) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

I 1. paims4.~lQ, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding Claims ^1 -JO, ''qt icQSj;^^^!;^?^!;^^^!^^^^ a:-d ' ■ j-idj); 

I elli pticQj" faiis to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102(b) 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims ^ s are rejected under 35 U S C 102(b) as ^ 

being anticipated by onsromura (o.'..'o«..s*-:i:5 1. 
Regarding Claims 

discloses the invention as claimed to include ^ 

converj ibie vehicie whicn iS at least partsdly covered with a flexible roof coverm a 
^ ^ N N Kv nr-or? b ows 7 t' g j" exj-end tr ansvergr'" 



rasTenino mean s iga are provi^^^^^ 

ine piQne or ine Qurer roof c overing in the area of each bow Fig 114; wherein the 

moyntjngiJxtures eng a ge 



i Deleted: qj 
Deleted 

i Deleted: Claims ^T-o. it appears 
,!tliat ■*.(■; assamoiv" sliouid be ins 

- ^ to provide proper 
; antecedent basis.*! 
Deleted: 

Deleted: ■.>„'-,<^- o+ - 



i Deleted: Claims, elected for 
■ prosecution, are confusing and are 
i not clear because reference 
! cliaracters "'s. r.!, " and "6" liave 
: botli been used to designate 

; particularly point out and distinctly 
; claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention.*! 
Claims, elected for prosecution, are 
confusing and are not clear because 
reference character "6" has been 
used to designate both "one 

eJsmant in ciait-t 5". which fails to 
particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. <)) 
Claims, elected for prosecution, are 
confusina and are not clear because 

I reference character "l j" has been 

I used to designate both ~o.n 

wh ch fails to 
i particularly point out and distinctly 
; claim the subiect matter which 
; applicant reqards as the invention. <)) 
; Above are lust few examples of the 
: discrepancies and therefore the 
; Applicant IS requested to cio 
j throuah the application and ensure 
i that the claimed matter has been 
i described in the specification and 
! shown in the drawinq in such ^ 
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^/o/m Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the 
time the Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

1^ Claims 3, 4, 5, 8, as best understood, pre rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as ■<^ 

being unpatentable over .Shlromura (6,068,326) gnd further in view of Cowsert 
(5.829.820) . • 

Regarding Claims 3, 4, ^Shirom^^^ ^ ^^ ^ discloses the invention 
as claimed. 

However, /-ihiromuraj joes not disclose (6,068,326) a retai nsnq c\\mm\', a 
rec.egsgd jnsert|on..r^^^ 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the invention, as disclosed by 

^ ' ' ^ -^-^ fo include a.retajnj.ng chgnnel^ q^^ ^ 

V. 0 ^ , as disclosed by £owgert (5,^^^^^ '^o P.r.9yl4.§.M}M-'^-'^^^^^^ 

with a reTaining channel. 

.6ll9SM^s 6~7'3.-^ ' ^ - Vthg deyjcg of 5h[TO 

(6,068,326) in vie x .^^ x-' " ^^^.'^ ' ' -.odd . have be^n obvious to widen 

this and any other statement of j udicial notice in; t-- ;> ^ t < ^ 

reminded,, with, r 
dj.sdQtMr.e.y.n.der.Rule.% 

incjuding claim rejections cha jienged by applicant. 



• Deleted: Clam Se/ections - 35 
\ USCS102(eYI 

i The following is a quotation of the 
; appropriate paragraphs of 35 
; U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
i the rejections under this section 
i made in this Office action:<I 
i A person shall be entitled to a 
i patent unless -<J1 i 
! (e) the invention was described in a I 
! patent granted on an application for i 
: patent by another filed in the I 
; United States before the invention I 
j thereof by the applicant for patent. I 
i or on an international application by i 
■ another who has fulfilled the ! 
; requirements of paragraphs (1). (2), i 
I end (4) of section 371(c) of this i 
; title before the invention thereof ! 
; by the applicant for patent .1 i 

■'. i 1 I 

, ' . The changes made to 35 U.i ' [2] I 



i Formatted: Bullets ai 



leted: as applied to claim ii. 
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Conclusion 

£-----T'ie prior art made of record in attached Notice of Reference Cited (PTO- - 
892) and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. This art 
of record shows various features similar to the applicant's invention. 

SL---,Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kiran B. Patel whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6665. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 to 5:00. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn bayoan can be reached on 571-272-6659. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 



i Deleted: qj 

; <#>Claims 4, 7 are rejectf 
i 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
; unpatentable over Jacoes 

i and furtlier and in view o\ 

: Regarding Claims , ,■• . jat 



! It would have been obvious to one 
; having ordinary skill in the art at 
; the time the invention was made to 



6; Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 

/Kiran B. Patel/ 

Kiran B. Patel, P.E. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3612 



:, since it has been held to be 

; within the general skill of a worker 

i in the art to select a known 

; material on the basis of its 

; suitability for the intended use to 

i optimize the cost of the product 

i made in light of size, availability, 

i capacity to manufacture, 

i manufacturing technology, 

i transportability, optimize the 

i number of parts, safety and other 

i design specifications. Higher level 
i of cost efficiency can be achieved 
i by identifying the required material 
i from materials known/available in 
i the open market place than to 
i develop new material.^ 
i <)) 

i <#>Following Claims are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Afold at oi. 
f6 .3.38,514), Waday (6.139,423) as 
applied to claim S3 and further in 



;wof «r 



Regarding Claims 1-12, .AroitJ et al. 
(6.338,514) in Fig 1-2 discloses the 
invention as claimed to include an 
outer housing 9 with rear face, sir 
op--.".n9S 15, 16. an InrernG! <iM^Zvi-\ 
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